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EDITORIAL. 

pVERY attempt of our common-school teachers to better 
their intellectual condition is to be commended, and every 
step honestly and advisedly taken with that end in view should 
be encouraged by all. So, in the abstract, we have the greatest 
interest in the formation of " reading circles " and compulsory 
teachers' institutes among the teachers of Indiana, for the object 
is a worthy one. Further than this we cannot go, for the means 
adopted, so far as science is concerned, could not be worse. In- 
deed, it is so bad that it almost looks as if the " practical politics " 
which successful book agents are adepts in had been employed 
here. To explain : Every teacher is compelled, under certain in- 
ducements and penalties, to attend one institute each month, and 
is obliged to come prepared to discuss and answer questions upon 
some given subject of school work. The subjects change from 
year to year, and with the change new books are to be bought. 
As there are 30,000 copies of each book to be supplied to these 
reading circles, it is readily seen that the getting of a book on the 
list means no little profit. 

It would be thought that in a matter of so much importance 
the opinions of experts would be called in to aid in selection, but 
this was apparently not the case. Both zoology and botany have 
several good students in Indiana ; but so far as heard from not 
one was consulted in the matter, as can readily be imagined when 
one learns that the books selected were Steele's " Zoology " and 
Wood's " How to Study Plants." Certainly no two books could 
have been selected which were further removed from what text- 
books should be, — books without a single redeeming feature; 
books which are conspicuous examples of how not to do it. To 
render them more useless (if that be possible), some ignoramus 
has been employed to write up an analysis of each, laying out for 
each meeting of the institutes the subjects for work and ques- 
tions for the same. Were the results not so lamentable they 
would be laughable, and even as it is we hope that readers can 
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gain a grain of amusement from some of the examples that appear 
below. Still, it must be borne in mind that many thousand 
teachers have been imposed upon by the cupidity or stupidity of 
some one in authority. 

This year the study is botany, and the work is laid out for each 
month, but with the least possible expenditure of brain energy on 
the part of him who evolved the synopsis. He has taken from some 
other scheme a list of plants and months, and has shifted them about 
so as to meet the needs of the institutes, but without any regard to 
seasons. Thus in November the poor teachers are expected to 
study the dog-tooth violet ! while in January the flower and 
fruit of the strawberry are the subjects of discussion. In Decem- 
ber the teachers will be searching their gardens for flowering 
tulips, and scanning the orchards for the beautiful blossoms of the 
apple and peach. Could any arrangement be more absurd ? 

Then the same wise head has thought that technical terms are 
too strong food for the poor school teacher, and he has therefore 
tried to translate them into the vernacular. The result can be 
imagined. In speaking of the mode of branching of the apple 
tree the term deliquescent is used, but this was too big, too 
abstruse ; so the dictionary has been invoked and a synonym 
sought, and the poor teacher is requested to notice the " solvent 
trunk " of the apple tree. 

Zoology was studied in the year 1889—90, and so the mischief 
is done. Still, we cannot refrain from calling attention to a few 
points. We miss, it is true, the incongruity between subject and 
season so prominent on the botanical side, but we find ample 
compensation in the nonsensical character of the questions. We 
can imagine some poor teacher turning over the pages of the 
zoology trying to find the meaning of the term "bomologom" l (sic) 
which he or she is expected to define. , Imagine the intellectual 
drill and the knowledge of zoology which one will get in learning 
the answers to the following questions selected from a hundred 
and fifty of similar character : Describe the classification of any 
branch of the animal kingdom. In what animals do we first find 

1 A friend suggests that this is a mouthful of hot pudding. We are inclined to think it 
a misprint for homologous. 
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the sensation of sound produced? What makes the hammer 
oyster of peculiar interest ? Show how the dragon-fly comes 
into existence. What insects are called the quakers ? What is 
the Sly Silurus ? why so called ? What superstition was held 
by sailors in regard to the petrel ? What bird has at times been 
converted by the natives into a lamp ? Describe the song of the 
bobolink. Describe the unicorn. To what use did the Indians put 
the enamel of beavers' teeth ? How does the whale manage to 
live in the water ? Give the significance of the term " snake 
charmer." What does the author think should be required of 
students in the study of birds ? The answer to the last question 
is given as an example of the unmitigated bosh of the whole 
text-book : 

" The following is taken from Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway, as 
a specimen of what every thorough teacher will require from 
each of his pupils in writing, with simple sketches attached, for 
every bird that can be obtained in the immediate vicinity : 
Turdus migratorius , Robin, American Redbreast. Tail slightly 
rounded; above olive-gray, top and sides of head black, chin and 
throat white " ; and so on through a technical description which 
no thorough teacher would ever dream of demanding from any 
pupil. 

The incoming superintendent of public instruction in Indiana 
is said to be a man of ideas. Certainly one of the first things he 
should do is to use his position and his influence to put an end to 
this state of affairs, and to see that in future specialists are em- 
ployed to select books, — specialists who are proof against the 
dulcet tones and the frequently more solid arguments of the pub- 
lishing house. 



